
TAYLOR Albert C. 

 

TAYLOR Albert C. 

 Nationality: Canadian  

 Private : Canadian Infantry (Alberta Regiment) : 49th Battalion.  

formerly RAMC 

Age: 30  

Date of Death: 30/10/1917  

Service No: 252781  

Additional information: Son of Harry John Taylor, of 6, Council Cottages, Tolleshunt, D'Arcy, Maldon, Essex, 

England. He had been born in Tolleshunt D'Arcy 18th September 1886. He had emigrated to Canada after 

serving 3 years in the Royal Army Medical Corps He enlisted in the Alberta Regiment 11th April 1916. 

THE 49TH GOES TO WAR On 29 May 1915, the 49th left Edmonton by train. At Lestock, 

Saskatchewan a coyote puppy was handed in to be the unit’s mascot, and was named after the 

town. After a brief stop in Ottawa to parade on Parliament Hill, the unit reached Montreal and 

embarked on a Canadian Pacific ship Metagama for the sea voyage to Britain. There the unit 

trained further until the word came to depart for France. The battalion’s Colours were 

deposited in Canterbury Cathedral for the duration of the war (they are now displayed in the 

Regimental Museum). Lestock was deposited in London’s Regent Park Zoo, where he lived 

on to happy old coyotehood. 

THE 49TH IN THE TRENCHES The 49th landed in France early in October 1915, and soon 

moved to the front. The next three years passed in the grinding conflict of “the war to end wars”. Early in 1916 

the unit adopted a new cap badge to replace the maple leaf with unit number design generic to Canadian 

Expeditionary Force units. The design submitted by Private George Brown contained four blades of a windmill 

to symbolize the Flanders terrain in which the 49th was located, with a wolf’s head for Lestock (a coyote not 

then being an acceptable animal for heraldic designs) at the centre, flanking maple leaves, and underneath the 

numerals “49" from the battalion’s official name. Underneath was a scroll with the words “Edmonton 

Regiment”, as by then the military authorities had started to include a unit’s locality in its title. Before heading 

into combat some members of the 49th proposed the unit adopt Fears No Foe as its motto. Boer War combat 

veteran Griesbach commented they had best wait until they had met the foe in battle before making such a 

statement. The unit did begin using the motto, but it was not officially adopted until many years later. In 1916 

during the Battle of the Somme Private John Chipman “Chip” Kerr won the Victoria Cross with a single-handed 

attack on an enemy trench. In February 1917 “Billy” Griesbach was promoted to command a Brigade and left 

the unit. In March 1917 the unit was part of the famous capture of Vimy Ridge by the Canadian army. Later in 

1917 Private Cecil John “Hoodoo” Kinross won the unit’s second Victoria Cross during the Battle of 

Passchendaele, knocking out an enemy machine gun. After the armistice brought the war to an end on 11 

November 1918, the 49th returned to Edmonton on 22 March 1919, marched from the railway station to the 

armoury, and dispersed. The unit was formally disbanded on 11 September 1920. 



  

Passchendaele: 3rd Battle of Ypres :- 

"An older city in Belgium, Ypres was not yet captured by Germans. Held by the British, it was a rounded bulge 

of land in Flanders Plain. A treacherous place for Allied soldiers, it was surrounded on three sides by the 

enemy. It was an important position to hold at all costs. The enemy had the advantage of ridges bordering the 

area, giving them places to easily observe and attack with artillery fire, yet were themselves protected. 

Passchendaele Ridge was transformed into a fortress by the Germans. Pill-box stations, said NM Christie in his 

book, Slaughter in the Mud: The Canadians at Passchendaele 1917, “were square rooms of reinforced concrete 

with walls and roof about five feet thick with one door in the rear leading into a fire trench.” When attacked, the 

German soldiers ran out to man the fire trenches. The British needed to take the Ridge - it would be the only 

way to keep Ypres. The Battle for Passchendaele began on July 31, 1917. 

The Canadians made the first assault through a quagmire The Canadian Battalions had been successfully 

fighting the enemy in other theatres in Europe and were now assigned to take the Ridge. By their October 1917 

arrival, the town and farmland of Ypres had been blasted to ruin. Rain poured down, but because the drainage 

systems had been destroyed during three years of bombing, there was nowhere for the water to go. The rich soil 

turned into a quagmire of mud, “a sea of oozing, yellow mud, at depths which slowed movement to a crawl and 

threatened to drown the soldiers who waded through the morass.” The repulsive mud was so deep and thick that 

the men could hardly move through. Boards or man-made tracks used to get across the muck made easy targets 

for German machine guns. Even more horrific, the corpses of soldiers and horses killed in battle were incased 

and decomposing in the ooze. 

Through steady shelling and poison gas attacks launched by the determined German army, the Canadians put 

their plans into action, getting equipment, supplies and ammunition in place before their offensive could begin. 

On October 26, 1917, the offensive commenced. Dividing the attacks into two assaults, the 3rd Canadian 

Division was sent to gain the northern Bellevue Spur. The 4th Canadian Division was sent south of Ravebeek, 

an area held by the Australians, then onward to Passchendaele Ridge. In the first day, the Canadians gained 

between 400 and 1000 metres, with 598 dead, over 2,300 injured. 

Landmarks were gone in the second Passchendaele offensive On October 30, the offensive continued, with 

Canadian Divisions making gains and taking heavy losses. Because of previous shelling and mud, landmarks 

and map reference points were erased. The front line was difficult to locate and the Germans kept up a steady 

defence. At the end of the grisly barrage, 884 soldiers were killed and 1,437 were injured for a gain of 300 to 

900 metres. The Allies were now within 1000 metres of Passchendale." reference http://canada-at-

war.suite101.com/article.cfm/passchendaele_3rd_battle_of_ypres. 

It was during this days fighting that Albert was killed. 

 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 24 - 28 - 30. Memorial: YPRES 

(MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL 

The Menin Gate is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders which cover the area known as the 

Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the Salient stretched from Langemarck in the north to the northern edge in 

Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in area and shape throughout the war. The Salient was formed 

during the First Battle of Ypres in October and November 1914, when a small British Expeditionary Force 

succeeded in securing the town before the onset of winter, pushing the German forces back to the Passchendaele 

Ridge. The Second Battle of Ypres began in April 1915 when the Germans released poison gas into the Allied 

lines north of Ypres. This was the first time gas had been used by either side and the violence of the attack 

forced an Allied withdrawal and a shortening of the line of defence. There was little more significant activity on 

this front until 1917, when in the Third Battle of Ypres an offensive was mounted by Commonwealth forces to 

divert German attention from a weakened French front further south. The initial attempt in June to dislodge the 

Germans from the Messines Ridge was a complete success, but the main assault north-eastward, which began at 

the end of July, quickly became a dogged struggle against determined opposition and the rapidly deteriorating 



weather. The campaign finally came to a close in November with the capture of Passchendaele. The German 

offensive of March 1918 met with some initial success, but was eventually checked and repulsed in a combined 

effort by the Allies in September. The battles of the Ypres Salient claimed many lives on both sides and it 

quickly became clear that the commemoration of members of the Commonwealth forces with no known grave 

would have to be divided between several different sites. The site of the Menin Gate was chosen because of the 

hundreds of thousands of men who passed through it on their way to the battlefields. It commemorates those of 

all Commonwealth nations (except New Zealand) who died in the Salient, in the case of United Kingdom 

casualties before 16 August 1917. Those United Kingdom and New Zealand servicemen who died after that date 

are named on the memorial at Tyne Cot, a site which marks the furthest point reached by Commonwealth forces 

in Belgium until nearly the end of the war. Other New Zealand casualties are commemorated on memorials at 

Buttes New British Cemetery and Messines Ridge British Cemetery. The YPRES (MENIN GATE) 

MEMORIAL now bears the names of more than 54,000 officers and men whose graves are not known. The 

memorial, designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield with sculpture by Sir William Reid-Dick, was unveiled by Lord 

Plumer in July 1927. No. of Identified Casualties: 54323 
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